LYME   REGIS

War broke out, Lyme was strongly Parliamentarian, and in
1644 stood a siege by Prince Maurice with an army of 6,000
men. It seemed to the Royalists that the capture of an un-
walled town of about 3,000 inhabitants would be ' breakfast
work ', yet in fact, after a two-months siege, they were forced
to withdraw, leaving Lyme untaken.

During the siege Lyme was commanded by a Somerset
gentleman, Colonel Robert Blake, who was to end his career
as one of the greatest English admirals. The fact that Parlia-
ment held the sea and could send in food, ammunition and
reinforcements during the siege was another factor in favour of
Lyme. But nothing can detract from the admiration due to
the spirit with which the men and women of the town dug
earthworks and manned the trenches. When Maurice sum-
moned the town to surrender, they replied that they * marvelled*
that he ' should expect to have whole towns given to him in
England, whereas they knew not so much as a thatched cottage
that he was the owner of here *. Repeated assaults were
repulsed, the women, dressed in men's hats and red cloaks,
fighting side by side with the men. At last on i6th June,
hearing that Essex was marching to the relief of Lyme, Maurice
struck camp with, as Clarendon says,' some loss of reputation
for having been so long with such a force before so vile and
untenable a place without reducing it.' Meantime Parliament
gave thanks to Lyme and collections were taken for the gallant
town in all the London churches.

Seven years later, on the 22nd September, there arrived at
the Queen's Arms at Charmouth, Lord Wilmot and Miss Juliana
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